                  START OF THE SEASON REPORT  1ST APRIL

We had intended to get this report published earlier than now but problems with replacing the existing computer with a new one did not quite go to plan. The uploading for the website also had to be re-done etc. Apart from that it was felt that this year we would make a real and sustained effort to get things moving on the river improvements programme. In addition to this it is imperative that we make a real effort to try and ensure that angling interests should not be ignored by the loch lomond Association or by the Park Authority. This work has kept us really busy hence the delay.

                                    THE SPRING SALMON FISHINGS

With a new season ahead anglers will be looking forward to another season of sport throughout the Loch Lomond System.  The Spring Salmon Fishing is what starts the season off and although the system cannot compare to other well known spring salmon producing rivers, it does offer a surprisingly good chance of hooking into a springer at some point in time throughout April and May. Over a great many years the traditional period when one might expect a spring fish was around the third week in March. Very occasionally an earlier fish would be taken. These days with fish stocks at low levels it has generally been the first or second week in April before the first decent run of springers have appeared. 

The 2004 spring run was (in our opinion) much improved over previous years. The fact that the actual catches of spring fish although higher than the previous year were not substantially so, misses the point. More fish were in evidence last year, more fish were hooked and more fish seen. When you are extremely close to the river and spend your time looking for fish running or resident you become subconsciously aware of what is happening around you. That was how our chairman described his feeling with regard last years spring run. To him it marked a “change” and he conveyed that change to us as a management team. The big question we all wanted answered was would last years improvement continue for this year as well. We were quietly confident that it would and later in this report we will tell you how things have gone, firstly we think you may be interested to know more about the problem with seals. 

 SEALS IN THE RIVER & COMMENT ON OUR CONSERVATION MEASURES

Seals are becoming a real problem for many rivers throughout the country. Just because others have the same problem does not mean we sit back and do nothing. No one in their right mind could ever accuse this management team of being inactive! The situation with regard seals particularly down at the mouth of the leven and at Dumbarton is a real worry. Seals pose a real threat to any solid recovery in our spring runs of both salmon and sea trout. Surviving kelts are also targeted and eaten by the seals. This was one of the reasons why we simply had to extend the ban “No sea trout to be killed” from a previous 1st April to 1st May. Until the situation with the seals is resolved we have to protect our sea trout runs particularly the young immature fish and the early running fish both of which are likely to be targeted by the seals. We have no idea how much damage the seals are doing and neither do other fisheries. There are many conservation measures that could have been introduced into the loch lomond system to protect the fish stocks.  However we felt that we should limit the measures to situations were a greater proportion of salmon could be taken under certain conditions. With that in mind the shrimp and prawn have been banned. The fact that it has been banned in most other places was also taken into account. We need not comment on the extension of the “Fly Only” section at the Bonhill Bridge other than those who persistently ignored the bailiffs advice to stop casting with spinning rods into the pool and moving up past the pipe have only themselves to blame for the rule being extended down to the Glebe Burn! 

Many other river systems have introduced or already have much tougher conservation measures. We felt that it was debatable whether it would be necessary or desirable to introduce some of those measure to this system. Our system is well bailiffed which helps to protect the fish stocks for anglers. We also felt that if tougher measures were to be introduced then debate from anglers and members of the association would invariably be undertaken. As it stands we hardly need debate the new measures, as they are sensible and sufficient for the time being.  The real threat to most fisheries over the years has been the marine survival of our fish at sea and the various netting, legal and illegal that takes place in the marine environment. With the outstanding success in buying out many of those netting stations including most of the North East Drift Netting the situation with fish stocks could improve significantly. It is perhaps wise to wait and see how this year shapes up.

As a management team we work extremely hard in doing just that, managing the system and wherever possible improving the system. In March our chairman was up at Pitlochry to hear James Butler (the Spey Fishery Biologist) report on a new government backed seal project. Part of this project is to try to establish what the position is with the seals and hopefully attempt to get the answers to many of the questions we ourselves would like to know with regard the impact and damage the seals do to fisheries. Our chairman also heard that the river Tay at Perth has a serious problem with seals. However we want to protect and preserve as well as to improve our spring salmon fishing on the river leven.  It provides an exciting start to the season and is our most valuable fish. The key to success is to try and find out what is available to prevent the seals from entering the leven at its mouth. If we can do that then at least the problem is confined to the estuary of the Clyde. 

We are currently looking at whatever equipment is out there that will deter the seals from coming into the river. Fortunately for us (and for you guys) our chairman is active on this aspect and has already been in contact with a seal expert at St Andrews University. This person is involved in the seal project with James Butler mentioned above. What we want to do now is for the project team to get the latest equipment and find out if it works. To do that they have to ideally get a seal or two that are already up into a river system. Then they can try the equipment out in ideal conditions. We have already offered all expenses paid for a possible trip down to the leven should a seal appear further up the river leven. We can also try the equipment at the lower part of the leven if the seals are still there (at Dumbarton). 

You guys reading this can help us. If you see a seal at any of the up-river locations phone Michael Brady straight away and speak to him at 0141 7811545. If the answer machine is on leave a message and a contact telephone number where he can phone you. If we have a seal or more than one then the project team may be prepared to come down and use the equipment. What we want to avoid is spending thousands of pounds on equipment that does not help resolve the problem with seals. Leven anglers can at least  be reassured that we are tackling the issue and doing all that can possibly be done.

                           FEBRUARY SPRING SALMON FISHING

Not surprisingly nothing to report other than kelts.

                                 MARCH SPRING SALMON FISHING

Our chairman said to us that he would be surprised if a springer was not taken on the river in March. Positive that we would get another improvement similar to last year we waited as March went by and the only indication was that several possible springers were hooked and lost as we approached the third week in March. This is the period when traditionally in the past we would receive the first run of springers. The water temperature was pretty low at 5 degrees centigrade and very few anglers were actually fishing the river, apart from an occasional burst of enthusiasm by anglers on an odd Saturday it was extremely quiet. This reduces the chance of a springer being caught so we were less than hopeful that one would actually be caught in March. 

Much to the surprise of leven anglers the fish had indeed gone through and the opportunity lost as the fish headed for loch lomond. Throughout the last week in March two fresh run springers were taken off the loch by Wullie Millar and Davy King junior. 

So we did get our springer in March which bodes well for April. Needless to say we will give a report at a later date for the April fishing. In the meantime we can confirm that several more springers have been hooked and sadly lost including a nice one around the 15-18lb mark down at the Renton area. At the start of April there were still no properly confirmed reports of a fresh salmon caught though both Gordon Pollock and John Clark believe that the fish they had hooked on the fly were almost certainly springers. There is a report of a 26lb salmon taken at the lower part of the river at the Blue Bridge on 30th March. As yet we cannot confirm the name of the angler so perhaps it was a story to entice anglers out on the river. As we moved into April the weather has turned really cold and windy it is more like January and even fewer anglers are bothering to go out. one regular rod had just told me that several really large sea trout were caught on the river one at 8.5lbs and the other at 10.5lbs both were returned.

The old maestro himself chic McLean took a nice springer of 12lbs on the fly on Wednesday 6th April so another run has taken place.  Fish were reported hooked and lost on Saturday 9th April and springers were seen throughout the river leaping about whilst other fish were seen making their way upstream. This is great news as the prospects of fish coming off the river (provided anglers are out fishing) are excellent. 

There is good news for endrick anglers as the association has been busy getting new stiles specially made for various stretches of the Endrick. Signage is also starting to go up so anglers can identify what stretch they are at etc. An application has already been submitted to SERAD (Scottish Office) with regard a carefully worked out programme of bankside maintenance on all Stewardship Scheme affected stretches of the Endrick which is an SAC site. This should allow the badly overhanging branches to be cut and a proper path for anglers to access the river agreed on. This is important for safety reasons alone and hopefully this year anglers will actually take some pleasure in being able to fish these stretches. 

The hatchery is doing well with no major problems to report. With around 250,000 salmon and sea trout fry to start feeding and all going well put out on the selected areas. It really is starting to look up for the lomond system. 

If any leven permit holder wishes to upgrade to the big all waters permit he can do this only through the secretaries. He cannot do this through any of the tackle shops. All that is required is you send off your existing permit and the difference in price between the leven permit purchased and the big permit. With the improving fishery it is likely that this offer will not be available from next year onwards. Other fisheries are looking towards protecting their existing permit holders that have supported the fishery by starting to exclude those from outside the area or making them pay a much higher priced permit. The Clyde (Mid-Clyde) has already started to do this and it is possible that the UCAPA waters could follow suit. This looks sensible given that it was the existing permits that have given the fishery the support. We are also looking to protect our existing members so it would be wise if you intend to join to do so this year.

Full memberships are still available at £150.00 just phone for an application form Tel: 0141 7811545

                                                                            Tight Lines for the 2005 Season !!!
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